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Feminism in Retrospect: How Queer Representation in Literature Reinforces
Feminism. A Psychoanalytic Feminist Comparative Study into Virginia Woolf’s
‘Orlando: A Biography’ and Oscar Wilde’s ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray”
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ABSTRACT

Feminism mainly — but not exclusively- is concerned with fighting patterns of
gender inequality, in order to funnel down these general patterns into a causative
concentrate that would help touch on the fundamental cause of female
subordination. The emergence of a multitude of ideologies surrounding feminism,
and the presence of various feminist movements, has resulted in the production of
‘feminist theory’; where some feminist theorists provide analyses and explanation
that evidently challenges and could transform gender inequality. Consequently, the
usage of psychoanalysis as a feminist theoretical tool through the scope of classical
psychoanalytic theory, is considered a delicate ground to a great extent; as the
development of female psychosexuality is constantly measured against and
compared to the masculine “norm”. By utilizing psychoanalysis from a feminist
perspective, this paper presses the direct relationship between feminism and queer
theory; and proves through the looking glasses of Freudian and Lacanian
Psychoanalysis how queer characters in literature; such as, ‘Orlando’ as a
transgender character and Wilde’s three homosexual male protagonists, can
reinforce feminism and negate the validity of gender inequality.
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A Self Beyond Spatial Terms: A Comparative Approach to the Faces of
Nubian and Dominican Diaspora in Idris Ali’s Dongola and Julia Alvarez’
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
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ABSTRACT

While diaspora is a common experience that many nations undergo for varied, inevitable
reasons; retaining one’s identity on foreign lands is a personal choice of integrity and loyalty
to one’s homeland and origins. In the 60s, both Dominicans and Nubian Egyptians were
forced into diaspora for different economic and political reasons, the experiences of which
are accounted for in various fictional works. Central to diaspora literature is the matrix of
diasporic consciousness and transnational identity. In this view, this thesis aims to shed light
on different faces of displaced people’s adopted identities as represented in diaspora
literature. The thesis, thus, expands the scope of diasporic study by integrating ethnic
literature and postcolonial theory into an analytical framework. The aim of the thesis is to
comparatively study the diaspora experience in the novels Dongola by Idris Ali and How
the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez—with the Dominican-American
Yolanda and the Nubian-European Awad Shallali as the characters in focus. The thesis
explores Bhabha’s notion of hybrid identities’ unhomeliness, Berry’s fourfold model of
acculturation, and Du Bois’ theory of double consciousness. The findings conclude that both
Yolanda and Shallali initially share a gnawing unhomeliness as they fail to belong to either
their original culture or the foreign one, hence why both adopt different acculturation
techniques to overcome their alienation. Ultimately, Yolanda embraces her double
consciousness and biculturalism, fastening the knot between both her identities, whereas
Shallali acts as a European and severs himself from his Nubian ties.
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The Representation of Women in the Holy Quran

Linguistic Approach to Five Translations
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The Representation of Women in the Holy Quran:
A Gender and Linguistic Approach to Five Translations
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ABSTRACT

The Holy Qur’an is a universal text to all mankind; thus, they require a translation
in order to understand this holy text. A topic which receives major criticism in today
is the representation of women in Islam. Women’s image in the Holy Quran has
been misrepresented in translations due to various reasons: lack of understanding
of the Arabic language and its rules, lack of interest in Quran exegesis and its
conditions and the application of the Islamic law in our modern world, and the rise
of Islamophobia and the prevalence of secularism. This is a qualitative and
quantitative study that uses content analysis and comparison as tools of analysis.
This study aims to explore the representation of women in the Quran, through five
translations of male and female translators, by applying Andrew Chesterman’s
semantic translation strategies, in order to have a better understanding of the effect
of the translator’s gender on the text. It concluded that out of the five translations,
only Saheeh International’s translation remained unaffected by its translators’
gender.
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Investigating Faculty of Languages Students’ Perceptions of the Applicability

of Digital Storytelling in Enhancing their Creative Writing Skills
(A Case Study at MSA University)
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at examining how far digital storytelling (DST) can enhance Faculty
of Languages students’ creative writing skills. It also aimed at identifying the
opportunities that digital storytelling can offer to develop these students’ creative
writing and the challenges that they might face while implementing such a technique.
The means of the research was a seven-question questionnaire that was designed by
the researcher and was answered according to the study participants’ perceptions. The
study findings revealed that the lack of time and the lack of proper training in how to
write creatively were the major challenges that students might face. The study also
revealed that DST was applicable to an extent. Moreover, it was found that offering
free training workshops in implementing DST and suggesting more interesting real-
life topics to write about can enhance the effectiveness of DST. Taking into account
the fact that this was a small-scale study conducted on only thirty Faculty of
Languages students in only one university, the results of the study are not to be
generalized. Therefore, it was suggested to conduct more studies on a larger number
of participants. Furthermore, based on the study findings, it was suggested that
universities should offer free workshops to enhance creative writing skills among the
students. It is also recommended to assign more interesting real-life topics for the
students to write about.
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